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INTRODUCTION
Socioeconomic data, such as population and employment information, are a
vital component of travel demand forecasting models used for transportation
planning. This chapter describes some of the more significant issues relative
to the forecast of socioeconomic data in Charlotte County and a portion of
Desoto County, the specific process used to develop this data, and results of
the analysis. Additionally, the technical appendix contains an in‐depth review
of the methodologies and assumptions presented in this chapter.

Most new non‐residential development is concentrated along the US 41
corridor or near the airport; however, Murdock Village, located at the
crossroads of SR 776 and US 41, has the potential to become another major
destination within the county.

HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS
Charlotte County is approximately 700 square miles in size with one
municipality, Punta Gorda, which is located on U.S. 41 on the southern shore
of Charlotte Harbor and originally was a stop on the first passenger train of
the Florida Southern Railroad. In the 1890s, Punta Gorda became a key port
for the shipment of cattle to Cuba.
The city has experienced two significant natural disasters that have helped to
shape it. The first was a fire in 1905 that destroyed the city’s downtown. The
first bridge across Charlotte Harbor was built in 1921, allowing the great
Florida land boom of the 1920’s to reach Charlotte County. The second was
Hurricane Charley in 2004, which caused vast amounts of damage to the
county. Fortunately, the City of Punta Gorda had a strong revitalization plan
in place that has transformed the city with restorations and new buildings
and amenities, all built to hurricane‐resistant building codes.

Map 4‐1: Major Regional Roadways and Municipalities in Charlotte County

POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT GROWTH TRENDS
There are three areas of concentrated development in Charlotte County:
Punta Gorda, Murdock Village/Port Charlotte (also known as Mid‐County),
and the Cape Haze Peninsula, or West County. Punta Gorda is currently the
only municipality in the county.
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The following section fulfills the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s
Program Management Handbook, Long Range Transportation Checklist, US
Code Requirement C‐3 as stated below:
“Is the plan consistent, to the maximum extent feasible, with future land use
elements and the goals, objectives, and policies in the approved local
government comprehensive plans? [Subsection 339.175(6), F.S.]”
The County’s Future Land Use Map can be found on page 4‐3 and was used
as the base for which socioeconomic data to support travel demand
forecasting was developed.

FUTURE LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION
The future land use map for Charlotte County is a key tool used to determine
where growth will occur in the future. Each future land use category has
maximum allowable residential densities and non residential intensities
associated to ensure natural resource preservation while optimizing social
infrastructure enhancements, including transportation. The future land use
plan was used in the development of the socioeconomic data in the
following ways :


Determination of maximum allocable units to be added to an area.
 Identification of physical constraints imposed by coastal zones and
coastal hazard areas.
 Guidance of new growth towards existing urban areas that can
accommodate growth and to vacant lands in the vicinity of urban
areas.
The adopted Future Land Use used to develop the socioeconomic data
projections for this LRTP is shown in Map 4‐2.

SOCIOECONOMIC DATA DEVELOPMENT
Development of Charlotte County’s socioeconomic data involved the
following steps:
1. Developing countywide control totals for population, employment,
school enrollment, and hotel/motels.
2. Allocating approved development to the appropriate areas using the
County’s database and geographic information system (GIS).
3. Calculating vacant developable lands in Charlotte County using GIS.
4. Allocating growth to appropriate zones throughout the county using
a land use allocation model and GIS.
The land use allocation model forecasts growth in time increments of five‐
year periods. The allocation process used for this LRTP forecasted growth
for the years 2010 through 2050 and each five‐year increment in between,
including 2035, which was used for this LRTP.
Alternatives
A total of four different land use scenario forecasts were developed as part of
the Hazard Mitigation Study, completed by Florida State University
(described further in Chapter 13 of this report). The first is referred to as
the “baseline” scenario. This scenario was based on Charlotte County’s
existing land use policies, and is intended to model the county’s future
growth as if no land use changes are made, and growth continues in to follow
the recent trends for land development in the County. The results of the
baseline scenario are described in the remainder of this chapter, and were
used to develop this 2035 LRTP.
Two other alternative land use scenario forecasts, and a preferred 2050
forecast were developed as part of the Hazard Mitigation Study, and for
potential use in future planning efforts in Charlotte County. These scenarios
are described in further detail in Chapter 13 of this report.
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Map 4‐2: Charlotte County MPO 2035 LRTP ‐ Socioeconomic Data Update
Unincorporated Charlotte Future Land Use (2007)
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The following section fulfills the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s
Program Management Handbook, Long Range Transportation Checklist, US
Code Requirement B‐3 as stated below:
Table 4‐1: Socioeconomic Data Summary
“Was the plan created using the latest available estimates and assumptions for
population, land use, travel, employment, congestion, and economic
activity? [23 C.F.R. 450.322(e)]”
Table 4‐1 shows the assumptions used and represents the latest available
data.

SUMMARY OF SOCIOECONOMIC DATA
Table 4‐1 summarizes the control totals used to forecast future population
and employment in Charlotte County. The current and future land uses,
population, and employment in addition to planned development represent
the basis for this forecast. The allocation of growth to different areas is based
on modeling efforts, public involvement, and consultation with County staff
and is described in greater detail in the Technical Support appendix.

Growth by Timeframe

Control Totals by Year

2007

2015

2025

2035

20072015

20152025

20252035

20062035

Total Population

159,721

173,595

212,275

261,578

13,874

38,680

49,303

101,857

Total Employees

64,527

70,256

87,040

109,234

5,729

16,784

22,194

44,707

7,795

7,889

9,295

11,364

94

1,406

2,069

3,569

Commercial Employees

12,111

12,724

15,486

19,263

613

2,762

3,777

7,152

Service Employees

44,621

49,643

62,259

78,607

5,022

12,616

16,348

33,986

Industrial Employees

Source: Bureau of Economic and Business Research, Florida Statistical Abstract 2008,Table 1.41, University of Florida, 2008.

The socioeconomic data forecast results are illustrated in Maps 4‐3 and 4‐4.
These maps illustrate which areas of the county have the most growth in
population and employment occurring between 2007 and 2035.
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Total Population
2007:
2035:
Growth:

159,721
261,578
101,857

Map 4‐3: 2007—2035 Population Growth
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Total Employment
2007:
2035:
Growth:

64,527
109,234
44,707

Map 4‐4: 2007—2035 Total Employment Growth
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