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The purpose of this newsletter is to update
Charlotte County residents and employees of
the progress that has been made on the LRTP
and to provide information on future public
involvement opportunities. The content of
this newsletter (and of the LRTP) has been
developed over the course of several months
through a variety of public workshops and
through coordination among various
stakeholders and elected boards.
As shown in Figure 1, there are three phases
of the LRTP. Each phase offers several public
involvement opportunities.
In Phase I, past and current population and
employment trends are evaluated. Charlotte
County uses those trends to identify
transportation strategies and needs for
roadway, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian
improvements.
In Phase II, the Needs Plan improvements are
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Figure 1: LRTP Process

evaluated and prioritized based on cost, and put
into an improvements plan that can be funded with
available funding sources.
During Phase III, the plan is adopted by the
Metropolitan Planning Organization Board which
consists of elected representatives of the County,
the City of Punta Gorda and the Airport Authority.
For further information on the Charlotte County ‐
Punta Gorda 2035 LRTP and opportunities to
become involved, visit the MPO Website at http://
www.ccmpo.com.
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The Charlotte County 2035 Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) is currently being
developed by the Charlotte County ‐ Punta
Gorda Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO). The completed 2035 LRTP will set
forth a vision of—and provide direction for
meeting—forecasted transportation needs in
Charlotte County through the year 2035.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
 The most important factors to consider when prioritizing new trans‐
portation improvements
‐ Safety
‐ Economic Development
The Charlotte County—Punta Gorda MPO, in accordance with the Safe
Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Act: A Legacy for Users
(SAFETEA‐LU), is committed to a significant ongoing public involvement
program as part of all plans and programs developed by the MPO. Thus
far, the first series of Stakeholder Interviews and the first Consensus
Building Workshop have taken place.

STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS
February/March 2010



Stakeholders identified the following roadways as having the highest
priority for improvements:
‐Burnt Store Road
‐U.S. 17
‐ Piper Road
‐Jones Loop Road
‐Midway Boulevard
‐Winchester Road
‐Edgewater Drive
‐Bermont Road
‐U.S. 41



According to stakeholders, the top priorities for bicycle and/or
sidewalk improvements are as follows:
‐Support area schools to improve bicycle/pedestrian safety
‐Extend pedestrian/bike trails
‐Improve sidewalks in tourist and high‐pedestrian areas and
along major roadways
‐Include sidewalk/bike path planning in new roadway programs



According to stakeholders, the top priorities for transit improvements
are as follows:
‐Establishing a fixed‐route system
‐A circulator trolley
‐Access for senior citizens (medical facilities, shopping centers
‐Beach access roads

Stakeholders were interviewed on four general areas of concern:
growth, cooperation, transportation system, and funding options. The
following concerns were considered by stakeholders as important issues:
GROWTH
 Growth within the county should be promoted
 The rate of growth should be managed
 Most stakeholders were most concerned with the “character”, or
“look and feel,” and the density of development.
 More costly development due to location should be required to pay
a higher cost (Combination of impact fees (a tiered system) and
taxes).
CITIES AND COOPERATION
 Coordination amongst the municipalities and the county is essential
to maintain cost‐effectiveness and maximum efficiency
 Hold regular, joint, transparent meetings and/or workshops with all
parties (For example, include Chamber of Commerce)
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FINANCE OPTIONS
Ranked from most preferred to least preferred:
 Sales Tax
 Impact Fees
 Tax Increment Financing
 MSBU (Municipal Service Benefit Unit) (Non‐Ad Valorem Assessment)
 MSTU (Municipal Service Tax Unit)
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CONCENSUS BUILDING WORKSHOP | April 20,
A Consensus Building Workshop was held where attendees participated
in several exercises on a variety of subjects to determine the perspec‐
tive of a sample of residents of Charlotte County.

LAND USE & THE ECONOMY
In a proposed scenario that adds 45,000 new jobs to the county by
2035, groups reached a consensus on several points:
 New residents should reside in single family housing (3 or more
dwellings per acre) or in multi‐family town homes or apartments in
Murdock Village, Deep Creek, South Gulf Cove, and the future Bab‐
cock Ranch development.
 The most desirable jobs were technology or electronics, agriculture
and light industry.
 Enhance and expand existing clusters of development
 Participants were less likely to support the formation of new urban
clusters and activity centers.

FUNDING
 Participants would like to see a shift in funding from highways to
public transportation by 2035.
 Most preferred funding sources for Capital Improvements:
‐Grants
‐Impact fees
‐Tax Increment Financing
 Least preferred funding for Capital Improvements:
‐MSTU (Municipal Service Tax Unit)
 Preferred funding for Operations and Maintenance Improve‐
ments:
‐Gas Tax
‐Tax Increment Financing
‐MSBU
‐MSTU
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

2010

TRANSPORTATION
 Provide alternative forms of transportation— local and express
bus service—to create new employment opportunities.
 Planning for environmental disasters and hazard mitigation is
necessary
 Better accommodate for the mobility impaired (Age 65+)
 Most critical transportation issues:
‐Lack of capacity on U.S. 41 through Punta Gorda, and
between Murdock and Charlotte Harbor
‐ Local fixed route bus system and supporting sidewalks
and bike lanes to connect major activity centers.
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The first step in the development of the LRTP is forecasting where population growth will occur between now and 2035. Forecast of population
growth is important because where people live determines where future trip‐making will be generated.

GROWTH FORECASTING

Total Population
2007:
159,721
2035:
261,578
Growth: 101,857

Figure 2. 2006 to 2035 Population Growth
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Employment growth between now and 2035 was also
forecasted. An accurate idea of where employment will be
located is important because employment areas attract trips.
The map below shows that employment growth in Charlotte
County is anticipated in major activity centers along the

Interstate‐75/US‐41 and SR‐776 corridors. Employment growth
in designated employment centers is the result of a major
effort by the County and community leaders to increase the
number of Charlotte County workers employed within the
County.

Total Employment

GROWTH FORECASTING

2007:
64,527
2035:
109,234
Growth: 44,707

Figure 3. 2006 to 2035 Employment Growth
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ROADWAY NEEDS

Through technical analysis and public workshops, a roadway Needs Plan was
developed to identify transportation facilities needed by 2035 without consideration
of the cost of constructing such improvements. Highlighted in light blue on the map
above are either new roadways or roadways that will need widening by 2035. The
most significant needs include: I‐75, US 41, CR 776, and CR 771. Work is ongoing to
now identify Public Transportation, Bicycle and Pedestrian Needs for 2035.

Figure 4. Draft 2035 Roadway Needs Plan
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Pedestrian/Bicycle Needs
The public will be engaged to gain feedback on future
transportation issues that will be used in the development
of the LRTP.
Future public involvement opportunities include:

NEXT STEPS

Consensus Building Workshop #2 (10:00 AM‐4:00PM)
June 15, 2010
Mid‐County Regional Library, Meeting Room C
2050 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte
Technical Advisory Committee (9:30 AM)
Citizens Advisory Committee (1:30 PM)
July 21, 2010
County Environmental Campus,
25550 Harborview Rd, Training Room B
Port Charlotte
MPO Board Meeting (2:00‐5:00 PM)
August 9, 2010
326 West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda
Consensus Building Workshop #3 (10:00 AM‐4:00PM)
August 31, 2010
Mid‐County Regional Library, Meeting Room C
2050 Forrest Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte
Technical Advisory Committee 9:30 AM
Citizens Advisory Committee 1:30 PM
September 22, 2010 9:30am / 1:30pm
County Environmental Campus,
25550 Harborview Rd, Training Room B, Port Charlotte
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Charlotte County—Punta Gorda MPO
25550 Harborview Road, Suite 4
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

2305 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN
The Charlotte County—Punta Gorda MPO wants to hear your thoughts on the LRTP process to date below.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Name

: _____________________________________________________________________

: _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Address

: _____________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP : _____________________________________________________________________
Telephone

E-mail address : _____________________________________________________________________
Alternatively, please contact ___________ for additional information.

