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CHARLOTTE COUNTY – PUNTA GORDA

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

MINUTES OF THE MPO BOARD MEETING, MAY 18, 2020
MURDOCK ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

18500 MURDOCK CIRCLE, ROOM #119

PORT CHARLOTTE FL  33948

MEMBERS PRESENT

Commissioner Joseph Tiseo, Charlotte County Commissioner, MPO Chair
Commissioner Christopher G. Constance, MD, Charlotte County Commissioner, MPO Vice Chair
Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, Charlotte County Commissioner

Commissioner Paul Andrews, Charlotte County Airport Authority
Vice Mayor Lynne Matthews, Punta Gorda City Council

ADVISORY 

LK Nandam, FDOT District One Secretary (Virtually)

Wayne Gaither, FDOT Southwest Area Office (Virtually)

Michael Tisch, FDOT
STAFF PRESENT

Gary Harrell, MPO Director
Lakshmi N. Gurram, MPO Principal Planner
OTHERS PRESENT
Stacy Bjordahl, Charlotte County Assistant Attorney (MPO Legal Services)
Charles Counsil, CAC Member
OTHERS PARTICIPATING VIRTUALLY
Sai Edara, MPO Staff

Bekie Leslie, MPO Staff

Wendy Scott, MPO Staff

Mitchell Austin, TAC Chair, City of Punta Gorda Urban Design

James Brown, CAC Chair

Ravi Kamarajugadda, Charlotte County Public Works
Joanne Vernon, Charlotte County Public Works

Zinnia Vargas, Charlotte County Budget and Administrative Services

Wally Blain, Tindale Oliver

Dave Urich, Member of Responsible Growth Management Coalition
1.  Call to Order & Roll Call
MPO Chair Tiseo called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. The roll call was taken, all members were present.  

2.  Invocation
Commissioner Deutsch gave the invocation.

3.  Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
4.  Additions and/or Deletions to the Agenda

Gary Harrell requested a change to the agenda to add under Agenda Item #15 (Staff Comments) a report on MPO Staff activities since the last MPO Board Meeting. 

Commissioner Constance made a motion to accept this change.  Commissioner Andrews seconded the Motion, which passed unanimously.
5.  Public Comments on Agenda Items
Dave Urich, lifetime member of the Responsible Growth Management Coalition, gave public comment on LRTP Agenda Item # 13.  He provided MPO Board Members with a chart showing a proposal to connect SR 31 from the Babcock Ranch area via Cook Brown Road and Oil Well Road to Burnt Store Road.  He described a missing link section for improving connectivity between US 41/Tuckers Grade and Burnt Store Road.  Dave Urich offered his recently revised recommendation for this four-mile connection.  He suggested that property owned by “willing seller” Carlos Frizone, a realtor who owns 88 acres south of Notre Dame Blvd, be utilized as part of the connection.  He characterized this alternative as wiser, straighter and cheaper.  His plan included a roundabout near the midway point.  He also noted that under his revised proposal, only the western end of Notre Dame Blvd. would carry traffic from Burnt Store Road.  He was hopeful that MPO Board Members would include these modifications as part of the LRTP Update.
6.  Chairs’ Reports:
A. MPO Board Chair’s Report

Commissioner Tiseo had nothing to report.  
B. Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) Chair’s Report
CAC Chair James Brown reviewed actions taken at the April 15, 2020 CAC Meeting.  CAC Members had received a US 41 Corridor Vision Plan presentation given by FDOT District One Planning Manager Bessie Reina.  CAC Members had requested that attention be given to US 41 signage.  On a personal note, James Brown described the tragic accident that claimed the lives of Joe and Sue Voll on the Cape Coral portion of Burnt Store Road near the Charlotte County Line on April 15, 2020.  Mr. Voll was a long-time advocate for Burnt Store Road improvements for safety and evacuation purposes. James Brown called the event both ironic and disconcerting.   
C. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Chair’s Report
TAC Chair Mitchell Austin noted that TAC Members had reviewed many of the items found on the MPO Board Agenda.  He referenced ongoing 2045 LRTP Update efforts, stating that despite the COVID -19 pandemic, it was critical to continue to receive public input on the plan update.  In working with consultants and MPO staff, it would be essential to alert the public that comments are still needed.  He also expressed sadness at the tragic passing of Mr. Voll.
D.   Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) Chair’s Report
Gary Harrell stated that the BPAC draft minutes were in the MPO Board agenda packet. The meeting was the last “in person” meeting held by the MPO since the COVID-19 pandemic.
7.  Local Government Reports:
A. Charlotte County Airport Authority
Commissioner Andrews noted that the Airport Authority report was available in the MPO Board agenda packet. 
B. City of Punta Gorda
Vice Mayor Matthews commented that the City of Punta Gorda report was in the MPO Board agenda packet.
C. Charlotte County

Commissioner Constance gave a County report on the following items:
· Burnt Store Road Phase 2 (Notre Dame to North of Zemel Road)

· Olean Blvd (US41 to Easy Street)

· Gasparilla Road and Marathon Boulevard Traffic Signal

· Various Intersection Improvements 
8. Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Report  
Michael Tisch provided an update on the following local area issues:
A. I-75 Possible New Interchange North of Kings Hwy Interchange

Michael Tisch noted that analysis of this need is still ongoing.  Commissioner Constance requested updates as available on the Southwest Connect study.
B. US 41/Carmalita Street

Vice Mayor Matthews asked Michael Tisch if that in lieu of a roundabout because of an access issue, the preferred option was to have traffic flow straight across the US 41 NB and SB was proposed.  Vice Mayor Matthews noted if this project could be tied to other projects on US 41 toward the US 41 Bridge.  Commissioner Constance inquired if both sides of US 41 would be signalized at the NB and SB crossings.  Michael Tisch responded that is the configuration currently.  Secretary Nandam explained that this intersection would be added to the resurfacing project for US 41.  The road would be extended across US 41 NB and SB from the shopping center and permit turns in both directions.  Gary Harrell noted that construction was planned for FY 2021/2022.
C. Harbor View Road Combined Funding Study
Charlotte County has identified $8.2 Million in funding connected with the potential passage of the 1% sales tax initiative.   Commissioner Tiseo asked what FDOT’s position would be should the sales tax initiative be approved.  Secretary Nandam stated that he had spoken to County Administrator Hector Flores, and they intend to confer on the matter in August 2020.  Commissioner Tiseo hoped that the County sales tax initiative will move the project closer to reality. Commissioner Constance observed that this roadway is very important as it connects US 41 to I-75.
D. SR 31 Roundabout
Michael Tisch stated that roundabout design work is underway.  Construction was scheduled for 2026 at a cost of $4 Million.
E. CR 74 Road Widening
Michael Tisch reported that FDOT is conducting internal reviews (with staff at Central Office and District One’s Intermodal Office).  Commissioner Tiseo was pleased that this was still in discussion.  Commissioner Constance observed that SR 3, CR 74 Road Widening and M-CORES were intertwined.  Should the M-CORES project be located more northwesterly, these projects would be very significant.  Commissioner Tiseo noted that these were challenging budgetary times where revenue streams and priorities may change, but it was important to keep this project under consideration.  
F.  SR 776 at Flamingo Blvd.
Michael Tisch noted that this project was programmed for FY 2025.  A meeting with MPO and County staff would be forthcoming.  Commissioner Tiseo observed that improvements to part of Flamingo Blvd. were contained in the sales tax package.  Commissioner Constance noted that this project would impact section 5 of the Flamingo Blvd. project.  He asked that at future MPO Board Meetings the order of FDOT Meeting discussion items flip F and G and then move F down beside M and N.  Gary Harrell concurred with this reordering.
G. Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-CORES)
Michael Tisch stated that the most recent M-CORES meeting had been a May 13, 2020 webinar.  FDOT was considering rescheduling the next meeting.  
Commissioner Constance expressed displeasure with the last meeting’s webinar format.  He stated that although the content was excellent, some ground rules needed to be developed.  He stressed that addressing participants’ questions at the start of the meeting should be done to preclude preempting input from expert professionals speaking during the meeting.  On the topic of cyber security for “smart vehicles in an evil world,” he stated his concern regarding the jamming of vehicle signals. He would have liked further discussion from the Ford official regarding technology issues, since safety is the most important issue. He was concerned regarding vehicles which could stop functioning or be under cyberattack.  Commissioner Tiseo remarked that there are 5G issues that also relate to the topic.  Commissioner Constance noted that the technical meetings offline with FDOT staff have been excellent.  
Secretary Nandam stated that at future M-CORE subcommittee meetings, FDOT will make a judgement on the length of call based upon the topic, unlike in previous webinars.  He noted that FDOT has learned a great deal from the first two webinars.  Commissioner Constance stated that he was not the only participant who had encountered difficulty making comments.  He wished for the ability to type in comments which would keep the information public but 

would preclude repetition.  Secretary Nandam repeated Commissioner Constance’s suggestions: (1) need for a webinar chat function and (2) limit repetition from panelists.  

      H.  I-75 signage regarding Vietnam Memorial and Military Heritage Museum
Michael Tisch reported that the Vietnam Memorial and Military Heritage Museum signage has been installed on I-75 and discussion with the City continues.  Vice Mayor Matthews stated there had been a conference call with Wayne Gaither and Michael Tisch.  In the future, she requested a discussion with Secretary Nandam.  The signage was installed in time for the Vietnam Veterans event which was postponed because of the COVID-19 epidemic.  She stressed that the southbound interstate signage needs to be corrected, but there is the question of how to override FDOT administrative policy.  By directing traffic down Harbor View Road, the route takes travelers off the beaten track from the Downtown Punta Gorda locations.  The problem lies with existing southbound signage at the southbound interstate’s US 17 exit.  Since there are already four items on the signage, additional items may not be added.  Secretary Nandam recommended a conversation offline, stating that especially given the very short exit ramp, additional signage was not allowed, so it was physically impossible to accomplish.  Commissioner Tiseo observed that FDOT was constrained by the code they must follow.

Commissioner Constance stated that the Peace River Wildlife Center on the I-75 signage should be changed in favor of adding the military sites to prioritize people ahead of animals. He observed that there should be additional interstate signs at both the Harbor View Road (southbound) exit and the Jones Loop Road (northbound) exit listing the attractions as “next two exits.” Commissioner Tiseo recalled that such signs were initially first come/first serve, but as requests increased, priority was typically based upon distance from the interstate.  He stated that this might be a factor in this case, and sometimes, a shared option was possible.  He characterized the northbound signage as perfect.  Vice Mayor Matthews reinforced the issue of the current Harbor View signage promoting a route making it difficult to get to Punta Gorda.  She noted that wayfinding signs are placed along US 17 all the way to downtown Punta Gorda.
Members also requested that an item be added to the FDOT Report list addressing appropriate I-75 signage for the William R. Gaines, Jr. Veterans Memorial Park at 20499 Edgewater Drive (with potential interstate access either from Kings Highway or Harbor View Road).  This park will honor veterans and first responders and will have national significance.  https://www.wrgainesjr.org/ 
      I.  Madrid Blvd and US 41 in the Punta Gorda Burnt Store Road area
Michael Tisch stated that this item would be addressed later under Agenda Item 12 (2020 Project Priorities).

     J.   East Bound Murdock Circle extend right turn lane onto SB US 41
FDOT is coordinating with County staff and the consultant on this project.  Commissioner Deutsch stated that drainage issues could be anticipated at this location.  
K.  Signage at US 41 southbound at the Peace River Bridge painted box at Retta                Esplanade

Michael Tisch noted that there had been confusion over pavement markings at this location.  Signage now instructs drivers not to block the intersection.  Commissioner Constance thanked Michael Tisch and stated that this item could be removed from the list.
     L.  Decorative Bridge Flags on the US 41 Peace River Bridges

Michael Tisch reported that FDOT staff members had talked with County staff regarding the permit process for the decorative bridge flags on the US 41 Peace River Bridges.  Typically, these banners have a thirty-day option.  More extensive timeframes require an agreement for a specific event such as a centennial celebration.  Commissioner Tiseo stated that the issue of maintenance of traffic involved with installation and removal of banners which are only displayed for thirty days is daunting.  Wayne Gaither stated that an option may be available to exceed the thirty-day limit.  FDOT staff is still gathering information regarding what is allowed for permitting.  Commissioner Constance suggested that this issue be finalized by July 1.  His desire was to start January 1, 2021 with centennial banners on the US 41 bridges for six months.  Then, perhaps on government-related issues that were festive and reasonable, three or four different banners could be placed annually vs one every thirty days.  He characterized it as a wasted opportunity to beautify the area, since the mast arms are present and should be utilized.  

Commissioner Tiseo noted that it is costly (since a lift truck is needed) to switch out signs.  He estimated that since it would cost tens of thousands of dollars to switch out signs every thirty days, that would be a waste of taxpayer funds.  Wayne Gaither asked for a County point of contact.  It was conveyed that Hector Flores and John Elias would be coordinating with the full Board of County Commissioners the following week.  Commissioner Deutsch stated that a realistic plan was needed, whether quarterly or every other month, allowing for transfer of banners simultaneously.  Secretary Nandam stated that FDOT understood the local intent, but staff needed to find the source of the thirty-day limitation (whether it be State statute, administrative rule or departmental procedure).  Once this was identified, FDOT staff could proceed with the process. Commissioner Constance stated that the County was looking for the Centennial exception for six months.  Secretary Nandam pledged to determine the requirement and then, have FDOT staff coordinate with local staff.
     M.  Intersection Improvements on SR 776 at the Charlotte Sports Park 

Michael Tisch stated that the application had been submitted and a design project to develop turn lanes was scheduled for FY 2024/FY 2025.  
Commissioner Tiseo stated that these turn lanes in each direction would be very helpful for stadium traffic.  Commissioner Constance requested at the next meeting that an oval area (roughly one hundred yards in each direction) in the vicinity of the Sports Park be addressed by having the oval be drawn parallel to both sides of the roadway (north and south).  He stressed that there was a need to better address traffic volume.  He also recommended the improvement of roadway medians using an impervious surface so that emergency vehicles could get past.  Commissioner Tiseo requested a Google Earth photo with overlay for the area.  
Gary Harrell noted that the County had submitted a Project Information Form to FDOT requesting a signal for to be activated for events at the Sport Park.  This would be a separate, costly project than the Intersection Improvements already programmed.   Commissioner Deutsch observed that the Sports Park was not only utilized for baseball, but hosted a multiplicity of other events drawing thousands of vehicles.  This situation was likewise for the fairgrounds across the road.  The nearby Harley Davison retail store also hosts gatherings with hundreds of vehicles at times.
Secretary Nandam stated that as was done previously with the US 41 corridor, SR 776 was a candidate for a corridor study which could be added to the upcoming priorities list.  Such a study would analyze crashes, gather data and plan for improvements.  Commissioner Tiseo characterized this as a good and smart approach, especially since new developments would add close to 3000 structures.  Commissioner Deutsch stated that more traffic will flow off Flamingo Blvd. as Edgewater Drive is extended.  The sales tax proposal project would have the roadway become a bypass to US 41, which would be a major impact on that section of roadway.  Gary Harrell commented regarding the project priorities, stating that a corridor study for SR 776 study would be very helpful.  It was meaningful, and the timing was good.  He stated that under project priorities, a SR 776 corridor intersection study could assist with bringing order to disparate intersections.
     N.  SR 776 Eastbound Myakka Bridge evaluation and replacement schedule

Michael Tisch referred to records showing that neither Myakka Bridge is slated for replacement.  The older section was constructed in 1959 and the newer bridge span in 2001.  Commissioner Andrews recalled a time when the older bridge was the only bridge.  Commissioner Deutsch stated that the need for a second crossing, whether bridge or tunnel, would be warranted in the next 15-20 years.  Whenever the roadway is blocked, the only alternative is at least an hour detour without heavy traffic.  He noted that population growth on both sides of the Myakka River will increase a great deal, given the areas of Murdock Village, South Gulf Cove and Rotonda, which at some point, will require an additional crossing.  Michael Tisch recommended that the County use their planning staff to place this need in the 2045 LRTP Update.  Secretary Nandam emphasized that Florida has the best bridge repair and replacement program in the nation.  This assures that the bridge will be monitored.  Functionality will be assessed with the widening process.  Commissioner Constance requested that this item be left on the FDOT List for one additional meeting cycle until the replacement window estimate is obtained from the engineering reports.
Regarding the entire list of projects under the FDOT Report, Secretary Nandam observed that the list contains many local and MPO items, as well as FDOT ones.  He recommended that staff meet to determine who owns the items and identify which entity should be reporting on them.  Commissioner Tiseo wanted to keep the items on the list to maintain their relevance.  Secretary Nandam explained how if an item is FDOT’s responsibility, then Michael Tisch must try to obtain answers. However, another entity’s staff member might be more suitable to address certain items.  He stated that a matrix would be developed noting whom is best suited to address each item.  MPO Board Members were satisfied with this concept.
9.  Consent Agenda:
A. Approval of Minutes: March 23, 2020
B. FY 2020 Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Planning Grant Agreement

C. MPO Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) - Revision

Commissioner Constance made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Deutsch seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously
10.  PUBLIC MEETING: FY 2020/2021 – FY 2024/2025 Transportation Improvement

       Program (TIP) 

Gary Harrell reviewed the Draft Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO TIP for FY 2020/2021 – FY 2024/2025.  The Technical and Citizens’ Advisory Committees formally reviewed and recommended MPO adoption of the FY 2020/2021 – FY 2024/2025 TIP as presented at their April 15, 2020 meetings.
Commissioner Constance observed that the TIP and LRTP may need to address reduced revenues due to the current economic reality.  He wondered how fiscally healthy the state tolling system was.  Since funding was going to be used for new roads, his desire was that the Work Program not be touched.  
Commissioner Tiseo stated that the issue would have to be addressed locally.  He noted speculation that holiday road trips and a resurgence in the economy would help ease the problem.  Given the M-CORES expensive impact on funding, Commissioner Constance stated that officials need to be smart on how they move forward.  He expressed the desire to know how the State would proceed.  Secretary Nandam responded that the Task Force process will address the issue.  The M-CORES project will be identified as a toll facility through Florida’s Turnpike system per FDOT and the state statute.  This program will be looked at as any other toll facility.  First, there would be the identification of the alignment, and then, a feasibility study would be done.  He noted that the M-CORES project should not impact the regular transportation trust fund.  Commissioner Constance asked about a scenario where all three segments were given approval and whether they would proceed one at a time (which could be fiscally sound) or all at once.  Secretary Nandam stated that there may be multiple sections prioritized accordingly.  This would be identified in the planning study.
Commissioner Tiseo opened the Public Meeting.  No one wished to speak.
Commissioner Constance made a Motion to close the Public Meeting.  Commissioner Deutsch seconded the Motion, and it passed unanimously. 
Commissioner Constance made a Motion to adopt the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for FY 2020/2021 – FY 2024/2025, authorize the MPO Chair to sign the Authorizing Resolution and transmit the document to FDOT.  The Motion allows the staff to make minor changes and adjustments based on comments and input received. Commissioner Deutsch seconded the Motion. 
A roll call vote was taken, and the Motion passed unanimously. 

11.  FY 2021 – FY 2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)/ Metropolitan Planning Organization Agreement
Gary Harrell reviewed the Final FY 2021 - FY 2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)/FY 2020 FTA Section 5305(d) Grant Application/Metropolitan Planning Organization Agreement.  It describes transportation planning activities and establishes the MPO budget for the fiscal years spanning from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2022.  Included in the UPWP is a description of work to be accomplished and the cost estimates to carry out each work task activity.   Federal and State regulations govern the types of activities that are eligible for federal and State funding. 
Following approval of the Draft UPWP/Metropolitan Planning Organization Agreement at the March 23, 2020 MPO Board meeting, the Draft FY 2021 - FY 2022 UPWP was submitted to the appropriate reviewing agencies for comments.  Comments received from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) were addressed and incorporated in this final UPWP.

The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and the Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) had reviewed the document at their respective April 15, 2020 meetings and recommended that this UPWP be adopted by the MPO Board. 

Commissioner Constance made a Motion to adopt the Final FY 2021 - FY 2022 UPWP/ FY 2020 FTA Section 5305(d) Grant Application/Metropolitan Planning Organization Agreement and authorize the Chair to sign all required documents.  The Motion allows for transmittal of the document to FDOT and required agencies, including the ability for staff to make minor changes and adjustments based on comments and input received. Commissioner Deutsch seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
12. 2020 Project Priorities
Gary Harrell reviewed the 2020 Project Priorities List and referenced the improved spreadsheet with all programs identified.  He stated that as Michael Tisch mentioned under the FDOT Report that a corridor study on SR 776 could be added.  The City of Punta Gorda also was requesting a traffic light to be installed on Burnt Store Road at the Home Depot shopping area with signage done by the shopping center owners. A traffic light on the westernmost segment of roadway was under consideration.

Ravi Kamarajugadda answered questions regarding the intersection of SR 776 and Gulfstream Blvd. (eastern end), where there is currently no signal.  Although there have been no fatalities, there have been numerous crashes, thereby warranting signal installation.
Vice Mayor Matthews described the serious safety issues in the Burnt Store Road shopping plaza area and requested that consideration be given to installation of a traffic light in the Home Depot area (a County roadway area just outside the City limits, so the project would be ineligible as a Project Priority item).  The signal would allow delivery trucks to access US 41 Northbound.  This approach would work in tandem with the City of Punta Gorda’s proposed efforts to reduce speed limits and not allow truck traffic on Tripoli Drive (which was to be considered at the next City Council meeting).  MPO staff provided a Google Map view of the area to aid discussion.  Ravi Kamarajugadda noted that there is a problem with a nearby bridge at the proposed westernmost signal location.  Additionally, there is a small median present. The easternmost location is too close to the US 41 intersection.  He stated that the center location might be a possible solution and recommended conducting traffic counts in 3 or 4 months as traffic increases.  Gary Harrell stated that although this project would not qualify for the MPO Project Prioities List that the MPO staff will continue to coordinate with County and City staff on this issue.  
Commissioner Constance proposed the following reordering of the 2020 Project Priorities List:
2020 Highway Projects:

1. Burnt Store Rd
2. Harbor View Rd 

3. Edgewater/Flamingo Blvd

4. SR 776 from CR 775 to Spinnaker 

5. N. Jones Loop Rd 

6. US 17 (Marion Ave)

7. Prineville 

2020 TSM/CM projects 
1. ITS project 

2. Add turn lanes on SR 776 @ Charlotte Sports Park

3. Add turn lanes on SR 776 @ Gulf Stream

Commissioner Constance made a Motion to adopt the 2020 Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO FY 2021/2022-FY 2025/2026 Project Priorities for the upcoming FDOT Draft Tentative Work Program Cycle with the amended list.  Also approved was direction to MPO staff to coordinate with City and County staff to proceed with the City of Punta Gorda initiative to install a traffic light at the middle driveway at Home Depot on Burnt Store Rd.  Vice Mayor Lynne Matthews seconded the Motion, and it was approved unanimously.
13. 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) – Status Update
Tindale Oliver consultant Wally Blain provided a 2045 LRTP PowerPoint presentation to the MPO Board Members.  He described recent interaction with the LRTP Subcommittee and the TAC and CAC.  He noted that the Transit Development Plan and Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan had been considered in LRTP development.  He reviewed the 2045 LRTP Draft Needs Costs information and the prioritization criteria.  Recently, a Local Economic Development 2045 LRTP Weight of 5% had been added to the prioritization criteria.
Commissioner Tiseo inquired when the budget assumptions were made.  Wally Blain stated that this was done at the end of March/beginning of April 2020 timeframe.  Commissioner Tiseo wondered if virus assumptions had been figured into the calculations.  Wally Blain replied that they probably had not been, but cautiousness to avoid overspending in the first five-year period had been implemented.  He stated that only now were the impacts beginning to be seen for the first month of COVID impact.  Commissioner Tiseo observed that there had been a decline of 40% in fuel usage initially, and it was only slowly increasing, as would be revealed in the data.  Wally Blain stated that the impact would depend on how long the current situation lasts.  He noted that the local governments will feel it harder than State and Federal entities.  
Wally Blain reviewed the upcoming LRTP schedule and next steps. 
Commissioner Constance made a Motion to approve the Draft 2045 Needs Plan and the Project Prioritization Criteria, and Commissioner Deutsch seconded the Motion.  It was approved unanimously.
14. Public Comments

There were no public comments.
15. Staff Comments
Gary Harrell provided a written report of staff activities to the MPO Board Members.  He stated that MPO staff was mostly working remotely and typically, only came into the office to prepare meeting packets.  He noted that he would be following up with Commissioner Deutsch regarding the Purple Heart Highway initiative.  
Laks Gurram described the Jones Loop Road project discussed earlier in the meeting.  He noted that the project may not meet volume criteria, but it addresses multi modal/Complete Streets efforts and would serve as an evacuation route for the City of Cape Coral.  City and County staff had requested that a second look be taken at the Feasibility Study before conducting a PD&E Study.
16. Member Comments

Commissioner Constance stated that it had been a great meeting.  He noted that virtual participants may wish to consider utilizing a headset with microphone.

Commissioner Constance congratulated Commissioner Tiseo on a well-run meeting.
17. Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:53 P.M.  The next scheduled meeting of the MPO Board will be held on Monday, July 20, 2020.  [image: image2.png]
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