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CHARLOTTE COUNTY – PUNTA GORDA

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

MINUTES OF THE MPO BOARD MEETING, MARCH 22, 2021
MURDOCK ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING

18500 MURDOCK CIRCLE, ROOM #119
PORT CHARLOTTE FL  33948

MEMBERS PRESENT

Commissioner Joseph Tiseo, Charlotte County Commissioner, MPO Chair
Commissioner Christopher G. Constance, MD, Charlotte County Commissioner, MPO Vice Chair
Commissioner Ken Doherty alternate for Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, Charlotte County Commissioner

Commissioner James Herston, Charlotte County Airport Authority
Mayor Lynne Matthews, Punta Gorda City Council

ADVISORY 

L.K. Nandam, FDOT District One Secretary

STAFF PRESENT

Gary Harrell, MPO Director
Lakshmi N. Gurram, MPO Principal Planner
Bekie Leslie, MPO Administrative Services Coordinator
Wendy Scott, MPO Planner

Gene Klara, MPO Planner

Stacy Bjordahl, Charlotte County Attorney (MPO Legal Services)

OTHERS PRESENT
Wayne Gaither, FDOT Southwest Area Office
Jesten Abraham, FDOT

Richard (OJ) Oujevolk, FDOT PD&E
Lauren Brooks, FDOT (AECOM)
Chris Speese, FDOT Project Manager

Ravi Kamarajugadda, Charlotte County Public Works

Betsy Calvert, Sun-Herald
Charles Counsil, CAC Vice Chair 

Mitchell Austin, TAC Chair, City of Punta Gorda Urban Design
Stephen Carter, BPAC

Pastor Jim Chandler
OTHERS PARTICIPATING VIRTUALLY
Sai Edara, MPO Planner
Robert Fakhri, Charlotte County Public Works

Bessie Reina, FDOT Planning Studio
Chris Simpron, FDOT Intermodal Systems Development
Fabiana Solano, City of Punta Gorda
Matt Dockins, FDOT (RK&K)

Adam Rose, FDOT (RK&K)

Kimberly Warren (RK&K)
Heidi Maddox, Charlotte County Fiscal
1.  Call to Order & Roll Call
MPO Chair Tiseo called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. The roll call was taken, and all members were present.  

2.  Invocation – Pastor Jim Chandler
Pastor Jim Chandler gave the invocation.

3.  Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
4.  Additions and/or Deletions to the Agenda

There were no additions and/or deletions to the agenda.

5.  Public Comments on Agenda Items
There were no public comments.

6.  Employee Recognition
Gary Harrell was recognized for twenty years of MPO service. MPO Chair Tiseo stated that Charlotte County has benefited in millions of dollars of funding that Mr. Harrell helped to obtain.  Commissioner Constance complimented Mr. Harrell on the great job he had done throughout his career.  Commissioner Doherty wished him the best, stating that it was a pleasure working with Mr. Harrell both on the Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board (LCB) and the MPO.  Commissioner Herston also extended his best wishes.  Mayor Matthews stated how incredibly helpful Mr. Harrell had been to her as she

joined the MPO Board.  She characterized him as a “go-to guy who knows how to get all the answers.”
7.  PUBLIC MEETING: FY 2020/2021 – FY 2024/2025 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment
Gary Harrell explained that several annual Charlotte County Transit grants needed to be added to the TIP, as was typical each year given Federal Transit Administration (FTA) timeline issues.

Commissioner Tiseo opened the Public Meeting, and no member of the public wished to comment.  
Commissioner Constance moved to close the Public Meeting, and Commissioner Doherty seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.
Commissioner Doherty made a motion to amend the FY 2020/2021-FY 2024/2025 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment, adding FPN 438947-1: Charlotte County Transit 5310 FTA Operating Assistance for Charlotte County Transit, Operations Grant, Funding $100,000; Local Funding $100,000 for FY 2021 and FPN 441979-1: Charlotte County Transit FTA 5307 Small Urban Non-Budgeted, Capital Grant, FTA Funding $767,437; Local Funding $767,437 for FY 2021.  Commissioner Constance seconded the Motion.  It was approved by a unanimous roll call vote. 
8.  Chairs’ Reports:

A. MPO Board Chair’s Report

Commissioner Tiseo had nothing to report.  
B. Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) Chair’s Report
CAC Vice Chair Charles Counsil reviewed actions taken at the hybrid March 3, 2021 CAC Meeting.  He was happy to report that many CAC members were able to be physically present.  He noted that a South County representative had commented on heavy truck traffic on Burnt Store Road in the Notre Dame Blvd. construction area.  County staff had indicated that traffic monitoring was being conducted.  Mr. Counsil commented regarding the FDOT Tentative Work Program that it was positive to learn that no major projects had been delayed or deleted.  He also praised the sensible approach taken by FDOT regarding the northbound US 41 Bridge area resurfacing analysis which allowed for a remarkably accelerated effort, shortening the typical project timeframe.  The CAC had voted to recommend approval of all the MPO Board Meeting action items.  He noted that Gary Harrell had done a thorough review of the Project Priorities list and described the significance of the SR 776 corridor study. 
C. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Chair’s Report
Gary Harrell reviewed actions taken at the March 3, 2021 TAC Meeting, since TAC Chair Mitchell Austin’s presence was needed at a City Council meeting held that day. TAC Vice Chair Ravi Kamarajugadda was present at that meeting.  Gary Harrell echoed what Charles Counsil had stated under the CAC Report regarding the adjustments made in the FDOT Tentative Work Program.  He described the second segment challenges of the Harbor View Road project funding.  He also explained the recent reductions to the Public Transportation Grant Agreement (PTGA) funding, which resulted in the replacement of the state and local matches with soft match toll road credits. He noted that the reduction impacted the MPO staff budget.  He expressed appreciation to Charlotte County for a donation to preserve the local portion funding.  He also reviewed the TRIP and Project Priorities.
D.   Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) Chair’s Report
Steve Carter stated that it was wonderful to have some members physically present at the February 25, 2021 BPAC Meeting, where the election of officers had occurred.  Mr. Carter congratulated Gary Harrell for the twenty years that they had served together on the BPAC.  At the BPAC meeting, Ms. Patricia Huff from Adventure Cycling (a national non-profit directed at enhancing bicycling) had participated.  
Commissioner Constance appreciated Mr. Carter’s BPAC report.  He inquired if there were any census counts indicating how many bicyclists use the trails out of county, in county and intra-county.  Gary Harrell stated that it is more expensive to count pedestrians and bicyclists rather than vehicles.  Sometimes, the use of infrared technology could be utilized.  He noted that the City of Punta Gorda often utilizes manual counts at intersections during different seasons and times of day.  Commissioner Constance stated that he would like additional data as far as usage.  Commissioner Tiseo remarked that it is wonderful if people utilize the new bicycle/pedestrian amenities rather than drive.  Secretary Nandam stated that FDOT is pursuing a robust BPAC data collection and also utilizing “Street Light” data which is data collected using cell-phone hits for bicycle and pedestrian counts.  He noted that the Lee County MPO conducted an after-study following a project that indicated usage on facilities had gone up due to a safer trail. District One Bicycle-Pedestrian Coordinator Deborah Chesna was mentioned as an appropriate staff contact to obtain any available bicycle and pedestrian counts in the County. 
9.  Local Government Reports:
A. Charlotte County Airport Authority
Commissioner Herston, Airport Authority Chair, provided MPO Board Members with an extensive document, Charlotte County Airport Authority MPO Committee Report.  He briefly reviewed recent airport initiatives.  He recommended www.flypgd.com as the official Airport website where information was available.  
Commissioner Constance thanked Commissioner Herston for his excellent summary and handout.  He noted that in light of the pandemic, it was now encouraging to find the Airport back to 2018 levels.  He was pleased with the number of passengers moving through the airport. He expressed hope that now that there is a better understanding and a cure for the COVID-19 virus, Airport business will come roaring back.  Other members expressed the 

same optimism for Allegiant operations and ancillary effects on projects such as the Sunseeker Resort.  He inquired about which airport in the Washington, DC area had been added to the Punta Gorda Airport’s schedule.  He stated that it might be utilized for local government travel to the DC area.  Discussion followed among the MPO Board Members on recent runway construction projects.  Mayor Matthews responded regarding the DC area airport question that it was Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) that now received service from Punta Gorda. 
B. City of Punta Gorda
Mayor Matthews noted that the City of Punta Gorda report was in the MPO Board agenda packet.  She commented on her recent outreach efforts (following the Joint Meeting with the Lee County MPO) to obtain regional legislative action from area state legislators to designate I-75 as a Purple Heart Highway.  Also discussed were:

· the development of new City sign code ordinances and recent US Supreme Court decisions
· an upcoming public meeting to be held via ZOOM on the City’s form-based code

· the prevention of state level removal of architectural codes
· proposed legislation on short term rentals and home-based businesses

· recent vehicular break-ins and thefts in the City

· gas pump security measures to thwart credit card skimmer devices

Commissioner Herston inquired about FDOT’s policy on US 41 mini billboards.  Secretary Nandam indicated that there is an FDOT outdoor advertising group located in Tallahassee.  There are criteria tied to State statute/rule.  He stated that he would research the issue further.

C. Charlotte County
Commissioner Constance gave the County report on the following items:
· Burnt Store Road Phase 2 (Notre Dame to North of Zemel Road)

· Olean Blvd Widening (from US 41 to Easy Street)

· Various Intersection Improvements including Veterans Blvd at Cochran Blv=d
· Sandhill Boulevard Phase I

10. Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Report 
FDOT District One Secretary L.K. Nandam and MPO Liaison Jesten Abraham led the discussion.
I. Update and discussion with FDOT on local issues 

FDOT Led Discussion

A. FY 2021/2022 – FY 2025/2026 FDOT Tentative Work Program (Jesten Abraham)

Jesten Abraham reviewed recent actions taken in the development of the Draft FDOT Tentative Work Program.  No changes resulted from the public comments received.  He noted that an updated summary of recent changes could be found at the end of the draft document.

Discussion followed on two items: (1) the decision to split the large Harbor View Road project into two segments and its impact on Right-of-Way (ROW) purchase which might benefit from an improving revenue scenario, and (2) anticipated future federal transportation funding.  Secretary Nandam addressed each question, stating:

· Regarding ROW purchase:  FDOT would look for opportunities for additional funding together with Charlotte County and assess the potential to purchase all project ROW at the same time.
· Regarding new federal transportation funding: Governor DeSantis had issued a statement regarding $980 million earmarked in Florida transportation funding contained in recent federal legislation (American Rescue Plan Act of 2021).  Additionally, there were ongoing conversations regarding additional federal infrastructure funding.

Secretary Nandam stressed that the key was to have projects ready for implementation.  The federal strings and rules were unknown to date.  FDOT knew that the Harbor View Road project was a priority and would continue to work with Charlotte County staff on this project.  Discussion followed on the topic of the significant cost of utility line relocation for the project.  It was determined that approximately seven years prior, Charlotte County had implemented changes where utility-related costs encountered during roadway improvement projects would be borne by the impacted utility organization.  In the case of the Harbor View Road project, the Charlotte Harbor Water Association would be involved.  Commissioner Doherty stated that he would be meeting soon with their associate (Mr. Viera) and would appreciate having an FDOT point of contact on this issue.  Commissioner Doherty expected to discuss the matter at the March 23, 2021 Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) Meeting.
B. Tamiami Trail (SR 45) Williams Street to Peace River Bridge – Presentation-Corresponds with “E” below
FDOT PD&E staff member Richard (OJ) Oujevolk gave a presentation on an upcoming project for Tamiami Trail (SR 45) from William Street to the northbound US 41 Peace River Bridge in the downtown Punta Gorda area.  Although a 3R project focused upon resurfacing/rehabilitation/restoration, the opportunity to incorporate community needs into the project existed.  This project would impact the Carmalita Street project (Agenda item E on the meeting agenda).

Extensive project discussion followed included these topics:

· The City of Punta Gorda’s Master Plan was accepted rather than adopted, and some recommendations contained in it would never be accomplished. (Mayor Matthews)

· Several MPO Board Members expressed their opinion against “repurposing” a lane for bicycle/pedestrian traffic in the study area, resulting in removal of an automobile lane northbound from Taylor Street to the US 41 Bridge (Mayor Matthews/Commissioner Constance)

· The City of Punta Gorda’s efforts to offer parallel alternative safer bicycle routes instead of US 41 in the downtown area were noted and praised.  (Commissioner Constance/Commissioner Tiseo/Commissioner Doherty)

· Since US 41 was a federal route, it must be accessible to all modes of transportation and certain safety issues must be addressed during project development.  Every time a facility was touched, it was FDOT’s responsibility to evaluate safety and make improvements from a multimodal perspective that was based upon the context of the area.  There was also the desire to prevent traffic backups.  This analysis was part of the process that must be accomplished.  The City of Punta Gorda would have the opportunity to address the project’s outcome.  After data was gathered, opinions might remain unchanged. (FDOT staff/Commissioner Tiseo/Commissioner Doherty)
· In light of the desire to take a holistic approach in moving all modes of transportation safely throughout the US 41 downtown corridor including adjacent roadways, it was decided to rename the project as “Tamiami Trail (SR 45) City of Punta Gorda Corridor Visioning Study.”  FDOT and local governmental entities would work together and engage stakeholders through a comprehensive public involvement plan that complied with all federal requirements.  (MPO Board Members/FDOT staff)
· Initial project discussions had started when City staff questioned the current safety issue downtown in the area on Northbound US 41 between Marion Avenue and the entrance to the two laned US 41 Bridge.  The study would include an opportunity to analyze possible physical changes to improve safety along that quarter mile stretch of roadway where a left-hand acceleration lane impacted lane merging.  Such a minor change over the span of a few blocks had resulted in the use of the term “repurposing” in the earlier study name. (Mitchell Austin, City of Punta Gorda)
· Providing the MPO perspective, Gary Harrell noted that the outcome of the efforts by the City’s consultant, Dover Kohl, could result in recommendations for certain design amenities for the City of Punta Gorda.  If the City and the citizens would express what they desire in amenities along the roadway, these improvements would be added to the resurfacing project, and that would save time and money.
C. Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-CORES) (L.K. Nandam-FDOT/Commissioner Christopher Constance-MPO)
Secretary Nandam gave a brief report on the current M-CORES status.  Currently there was no change to the legislation that established M-CORES so they are proceeding in accordance with the established legislation.
D. I-75 Possible New Interchange North of Kings Hwy Interchange (Jesten Abraham/Wayne Gaither-FDOT)
Jesten Abraham had no new update, stating that a presentation had been provided at last month’s Joint MPO Board Meeting with the Lee County MPO Board.

E. US 41/Carmalita Street (Jesten Abraham/Wayne Gaither -FDOT/Mitchell Austin-City of Punta Gorda)
Jesten Abraham noted that this project would be incorporated into the Tamiami Trail (SR 45) City of Punta Gorda Corridor Visioning Study previously discussed under Agenda Item B.  
F. SR 31 Roundabout (Jesten Abraham/Wayne Gaither -FDOT/Joanne Vernon-Charlotte County)
Jesten Abraham indicated that the project was currently in the design phase.  He provided a timeline for the project.  Chair Tiseo asked about the potential acceleration of improvements on SR 31 in the Babcock Ranch area.  Gary Harrell noted that the project was programmed from the Lee County Line to the Babcock Ranch entrance.  The long stretch of roadway north of that location was in the LRTP’s outer years.  Commissioner Herston asked why the map only displayed an eastbound lane bypass with no westbound lane bypass.  Secretary Nandam stated that this issue definitely would be scrutinized during the study.
G. SR 776 at Flamingo Blvd. (Jesten Abraham/Wayne Gaither -FDOT/Joanne Vernon-Charlotte County)
Construction was planned in FY 2025, and there were no new staff updates available.  Commissioner Tiseo stated that he had spoken to Wayne Gaither regarding the stacking of traffic on Flamingo Blvd. where he had twice experienced double light changes due to very short timeframes for the traffic light.  He observed that constructing four lanes on Edgewater Drive to the south of Flamingo Blvd. had created great demand on this two-lane County road that accessed a state roadway.  Discussion ensued for a possible County funded right turn lane on northbound Flamingo Blvd. at the SR 776 intersection to help alleviate the back-ups as traffic desiring to go east on SR 776 could turn right on red clearing some of the back-up.
H. Intersection Improvements on SR 776 at the Charlotte Sports Park (Jesten Abraham/Wayne Gaither -FDOT/Joanne Vernon-Charlotte County)
Jesten Abraham had no new update.  He observed that there was an impact to traffic at the site due to the COVID-19 pandemic and reduced game attendance during Spring Training.  Commissioner Constance asked when the SR 776 Corridor Study would be completed.  Staff responded that it should be completed by July 2021.
Commissioner Doherty noted that baseball events would change next year.  He stated that there was real concern about getting safety vehicles through the area during those events.  He stressed the need to consider utilizing a hardened median to provide emergency vehicles access through the area on event days.  Secretary Nandam stated that this issue would be examined during the study.  
I. US 41 Designated Intersections – Left Turn Flashing Yellow Arrow Traffic Signals (Harbor View Rd/Edgewater Dr.; Olean Blvd.; Conway Blvd.; Gardner Dr.; Easy St.) (Jesten Abraham/Wayne Gaither-FDOT)
Jesten Abraham reported that the FDOT Traffic Department had analyzed these US 41 intersections.  Unfortunately, none of them met the required line of sight.  Four hundred thirty (430) feet was the minimum amount required, and all intersections were significantly less.

Discussion then followed on other US 41 intersections including the Harbor View Road/Edgewater Drive intersection, where reviews were ongoing with Charlotte County staff considering restriping and signals added that could be seen from the stop bar while providing sufficient sight distance as an alternative.  Jesten Abraham explained how currently lack of critical sight distance and dual left turns prevented allowing right hand turns at the intersection.
Mayor Matthews requested that FDOT staff consider traffic backlogs at the left turn arrow on Northbound US 41 at the Aqui Esta Drive.  The use of a yellow flashing light or longer period for the turning lane could be warranted.  Commissioner Constance endorsed Mayor Matthews request regarding Aqui Esta Drive.  He remarked that there was another issue when traffic on nearby Rio Villa Drive pulled out to the middle of US 41 when attempting to head northbound (an area under the County’s purview).  These two areas would be analyzed further.
Joint Local and FDOT Discussion

A.  Harbor View Road Combined Funding Study (Wayne Gaither-FDOT/John Elias-Charlotte County)

FDOT staff received verification at this point in the meeting of the estimated cost of utility improvements on this project ($12.9 Million).  Commissioner Constance desired information from County staff on Utilities requirements in the area.  Commissioner Doherty indicated that in light of his upcoming meeting with Mr. Viera of the Charlotte Harbor Water Association, he would task County staff to obtain information prior to that meeting.
Commissioner Tiseo requested that the appropriate County staff member be present and prepared to respond on each local issue item under the FDOT Report at future MPO Board Meetings.  Gary Harrell offered to clarify with County staff regarding whom would be the appropriate subject matter expert, especially in light of recent staff changes, and make appropriate changes on future agendas.  
11.  Consent Agenda:
A.  Approval of Minutes:  December 7, 2020 Meeting

B.   Approval of Minutes: Joint Regional Charlotte County-Punta Gorda and Sarasota/Manatee MPO Board Meeting – January 25, 2021

C.   Approval of Minutes: Joint Regional Charlotte County-Punta Gorda and  

       Lee County MPO Board Meeting – February 19, 2021

D.   2020 FDOT/MPO Joint Certification Statement

E.   Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) Appointment

F.   Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) Appointment

Commissioner Doherty made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Commissioner Constance seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
12. FY 2021 –FY 2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) – FTA 5305(d) Amendment and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Administrative Modification

Gary Harrell explained that MPO staff recommended an amendment to the MPO FY 2020/2021 – FY 2021/2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) administrative modification to reflect a change in the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) FY 2020 FTA Section 5305(d) apportionment.  This change was being requested by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and was related to Agenda Item #13 on the agenda.  There was a reduction in State Funding in the amount of $9,343 in FY 2020/2021 and FY 2020/2022.  The FY 2019/2020 carryover funding of $5,798 was unchanged.
Commissioner Doherty made a Motion to approve the Draft Amendment to the FY 2020/2021 

– FY 2021/2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)/FTA 5305(d) and administrative
 modification to the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda Metropolitan Planning Organization’s FY 
2020/21 – FY 2024/25 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Commissioner 

Constance seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
13. FY 2020/2021 FTA Section 5305(d) Public Transportation Grant Agreement (PTGA)
Gary Harrell stated that annually, Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5305(d) Funds were allocated to the Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO and administered through the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for the purpose of metropolitan transit planning.  At the July 20, 2020 MPO Board meeting, the Board had approved the FY 2020/2021 FTA Section 5305(d) Planning and Technical Studies Grant Application. Of note, this was a new funding approach utilizing an annual Public Transportation Grant Agreement (PTGA).  The PTGA was added to the December 7, 2020 MPO Board agenda, but then, pulled from the agenda during the meeting at the request of FDOT.  Due to pandemic impacts to state revenues, agency participation is now as follows:


FTA grant

$ 74,747

Local Funds

$   9,344



$ 84,091

These funds would be used to conduct MPO transit planning activities and provide support for the MPO Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) efforts.  The PTGA and accompanying resolution were reviewed by the Technical Advisory Committee and the Citizens’ Advisory Committee at their March 3, 2021 Meetings and recommended for MPO Board approval.
Commissioner Doherty made a Motion to approve the FY 2020/2021 FTA Section 5305(d) Public Transportation Grant Agreement including MPO Board Resolution #2021-01, and  authorize the MPO Board Chair to sign all required documents, and authorize staff to make minor changes and adjustments as needed (including minor funding adjustments).

Commissioner Herston seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
14. Draft FY 2021/2022- FY 2025/2026 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Gary Harrell noted that Federal and State legislation required MPOs to adopt a 5-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  The TIP outlined federal and state capital improvements for transportation and was a staged, multiyear, intermodal program of transportation projects that was consistent with the MPO Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP).  The Technical and Citizens’ Advisory Committees reviewed the development of the TIP at their March 3, 2021 Meetings.  The Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO was scheduled to review and adopt the TIP at the May 17, 2021 MPO Board Meeting.  The Draft Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO TIP for FY 2021/2022 – FY 2025/2026 was provided to members.  It was a new snapshot recently received from FDOT without any significant changes found from the previous FDOT Tentative Work Program.  

Gary Harrell requested that MPO Board Members review and comment on the Draft FY 2021/2022 – FY 2025/2026 Charlotte County-Punta Gorda MPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for finalization and adoption at the next meeting.
15.  2021 Project Priorities – Discussion
Gary Harrell reviewed the draft 2021 Project Priorities List, noting that the final document would be presented at the May 17, 2021 MPO Board Meeting for approval.  The list was provided for review and comment by the MPO Board.  He described recent adjustments to the list including the results of a recent meeting held between the MPO, County and FDOT staffs that included representatives from the busy Harley Davidson dealership on SR 776.  In consultation with other stakeholders on the north side of the roadway, discussions would result in a rational approach to intersection improvements on SR 776.  
16. Public Comments

There were no public comments.
17. Staff Comments

Gary Harrell expressed his appreciation for the MPO Board Members’ kind words directed toward him earlier in the meeting for his 20 years of service.  He provided the MPO Board Members with a list of recent staff activities and introduced Gene Klara of the MPO staff who was retiring in May 2021 after 18 years of MPO service.  Mr. Klara delivered a heartfelt tribute to his coworkers and the time he had spent on the MPO staff, characterizing the teamwork effort as magical.  Chair Tiseo thanked Gene Klara for his testimonial to all his coworkers, stating that he appreciated the work that he does and wishing him the best of luck in his retirement.
Secretary Nandam commented on the time he had spent working with Gary Harrell and the MPO staff over the course of many years, praising the great work that the MPO staff has accomplished in partnership with FDOT.
18. Member Comments

Commissioner Herston expressed well wishes to departing MPO staff.  Commissioner Doherty thanked Gary Harrell and staff, noting that as LCB Chair, he had been pleased over the past year to meet in person with MPO staff at the MPO office’s East Port Environmental location for LCB Meetings.  He stated that MPO staff had done a wonderful job during the pandemic.  He also enjoyed being the substitute BCC Commissioner on the MPO Board at the day’s meeting.
19. Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:04 P.M.  The next scheduled meeting of the MPO Board will be held on Monday, May 17, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at the 

Murdock Administration Center, 18500 Murdock Circle, Building B, Room #119, Port Charlotte, Florida.

[image: image2.png]



10
5

